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OASIS Alert

Test Your OASIS Savvy ... - Education: V Code Misunderstanding Can
Cause Downcoding

Q: When a case-mix diagnosis is displaced from M0230 because of a V code and is put in M0245 instead, do you still
need to put the diagnosis in M0245 on the plan of care?

A: Yes, even though there is no specific locator on the plan of care for the M0245 diagnosis. In its frequently asked
questions for February, regional home health intermediary Cahaba GBA explains that the plan of care must contain all
pertinent diagnoses and be signed by the physician. "If the case-mix diagnosis is not present on the plan of care or other
verbal order at the time of the initial certification or recertification, the claim may be downcoded," Cahaba warns.

Editor's Note: Read the February FAQs at www.iamedicare.com/Provider/educate/fags 0204.htm.
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