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MDS Alert

SCSA Examples:
1. Mr. T no longer responds to verbal requests to alter his screaming behavior. It now occurs daily and has neither
lessened on its own nor responded to treatment. He is also starting to resist his daily care, pushing staff away from him
as they attempt to assist with his ADLs. This is a significant change, and a SCSA is required, since there has been
deterioration in the behavior symptoms to the point where it is occurring daily and new approaches are needed to alter
the behavior. Mr. T's behavioral symptoms could have many causes, and a SCSA will provide an opportunity for staff to
consider illness, medication reactions, environmental stress, and other possible sources of Mr. T's disruptive behavior.

2. Mrs. T required minimal assistance with ADLs. She fractured her hip and upon return to the facility requires extensive
assistance with all ADLs. Rehab has started and staff is hopeful she will return to her prior level of function in 4-6 weeks.

Improvement in two or more of the following:

-- Any improvement in an ADL physical functioning area where a resident is newly coded as Independent, Supervision, or
Limited assistance since last assessment;

-- Decrease in the number of areas where Behavioral symptoms are coded as being present and/or the frequency of a
symptom decreases;

-- Resident's decision making changes for the better;

-- Resident's incontinence pattern changes for the better;

-- Overall improvement of resident's condition.

3. Mrs. G has been in the nursing home for 5 weeks following an 8-week acute hospitalization. On admission she was
very frail, had trouble thinking, was confused, and had many behavioral complications. The course of treatment led to
steady improvement and she is now stable. She is no longer confused or exhibiting inappropriate behaviors. The
resident, her family, and staff agree that she has made remarkable progress. A SCSA is required at this time. The
resident is not the person she was at admission -- her initial problems have resolved and she will be remaining in the
facility. A SCSA will permit the interdisciplinary team to review her needs and plan a new course of care for the future.

Source: RAImanual pgs. 2-23-2-24.


