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Long-Term Care Survey Alert

SURVEY MANAGEMENT: Know The Definition Of An Injury Of Unknown
Source
Otherwise, you could end up over-reporting.

Guessing at definitions for reportable injuries of unknown source or origin is an idea rife for F tags. You only classify an
injury as such when it meets both of these conditions, according to the State Operations Manual:

• The source of the injury was not observed by any person or the source of the injury could not be explained by the
resident; and

• The injury is suspicious because of the extent of the injury or the location of the injury (e.g., the injury is located in an
area not generally vulnerable to trauma) or the number of injuries observed at one particular point in time or the
incidence of injuries over time.


