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Reader Questions ~ Know When Cellulitis Comes First

Question: We have a patient who has cellulitis of the foot with an open wound caused by swelling and tightness of the
skin due to the cellulitis. How should | code for this? Which diagnosis should be primary -- the wound or the cellulitis?

Tennessee Subscriber

Answer: Cellulitis is an inflammation or infection of the subcutaneous tissue. The bacteria have to be able to get into the
subcutaneous tissue, usually via a wound, to cause an infection. So, the general rule is that you code the wound first and
then the cellulitis.

However, in your case, there may be no evidence that indicates how the cellulitis started, and the cellulitis caused the
wound. This wound may be an ulcer or a superficial injury. In this case, code for the cellulitis first and then the wound.
For example:

* M0230a: 682.7 (Other cellulitis and abscess; foot, except toes) and

* M0240b: 707.14 (Ulcer of lower extremity, foot)

Unless otherwise indicated, reader questions were answered by Lisa Selman-Holman, JD, BSN, RN, HCS-D, COS-C,
consultant and principal of Seiman-Holman & Associates in Denton, TX.
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