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Home Health ICD-9/ICD-10 Alert

Reader Questions: Count on Combo Code for Heart/Kidney Disease
Question: If documentation shows hypertensive heart disease and hypertensive kidney disease, do I have to report both,
or can I just report the hypertensive heart disease?

Texas Subscriber

Answer: You should report both the hypertensive heart disease and hypertensive kidney disease using a single code from
404.xx (Hypertensive heart and chronic kidney disease). ICD-9 guidelines state that you should "assume a relationship
between the hypertension and the kidney disease, whether or not the condition is so designated."

Choose the fourth digit of your 404.xx code based on whether the documentation indicates the hypertensive disease is
malignant (0) or benign (1). Or if the documentation doesn't indicate either of those, choose fourth digit 9 (unspecified).

You should base the fifth digit on the presence of heart failure and the stage of the chronic kidney disease. For example,
note the definition of 404.03 (Hypertensive heart and chronic kidney disease; malignant; with heart failure and chronic
kidney disease stage V or end stage renal disease).

Don't miss: If your documentation notes the type of heart failure, ICD-9 instructions state to use an additional code from
428.0-428.43 (Heart failure) to specify the type of heart failure.

And notes following the 404.xx fifth-digit options instruct you to "use additional code to identify the stage of chronic
kidney disease." You should choose that code from 585.x (Chronic kidney disease).

-- Reader questions were answered by Lisa Selman-Holman, JD, BSN, RN, HCS-D, COS-C, consultant and principal of
Selman-Holman & Associates and CoDR " Coding Done Right in Denton, Texas.


