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Part B Insider (Multispecialty) Coding Alert

READER QUESTION: Track Botulinum Wastage for Accurate Coding
Question: We often perform botulinum toxin injections to treat spasm disorders. Can I bill for botulinum wastage?

Answer: Yes, you can typically bill for botulinum toxin waste. You have to be sure to document the amount that the
provider wasted so that you account for every unit.

If you split the vials between patients, bill for the exact units given per subject. If your provider has -leftover- after the
last patient you treat, then you should document the number of units that had to be wasted or discarded on the final
patient.

Example: Your physician schedules two patients in back-to-back appointments for chemodenervation with botulinum
type B. One of these merits 64613 (Chemodenervation of neck muscle[s]) while the other merits 64614
(Chemodenervation of extremity[s] and/or trunk muscle[s).  

The doctor orders and has available a single vial of botulinum type B (10,000 units) for the procedures:

- Patient A receives 4,000 units of botulinum B; you report 40 units of J0587 (Botulinum toxin type B, per 100 units).

- Patient B receives 4,000 units of botulinum B with 2,000 units of unavoidable wastage; you report 60 units of J0587.

Don't forget: Medicare Claims Processing Manual Chapter 17 states, -If a physician, hospital or other provider must
discard the remainder of a single-use vial or other single-use package after administering a dose/quantity of the drug or
biological to a Medicare patient, the program provides payment for the amount of drug or biological discarded along with
the amount administered, up to the amount of the drug or biological as indicated on the vial or package label.-

Your provider's documentation needs to show the exact dosage of the drug injected and the exact amount and reason
for the wastage.

Watch for: TrailBlazer, a Part B carrier in five states, requires pro-viders to report the discarded drug amount on a
separate line item and append modifier JW (Drug amount discarded/not administered) to the code for the wasted drug.

Example: If you inject 80 units of Botox to a patient and have to discard the other 20 units of the 100-unit vial, report
the following:

- first line item: J0585 (Botulinum toxin type A, per unit), 80 billing units (80 units injected)

- second line item: J0585-JW, 20 billing units (20 units discarded).

Note: Most payers prefer to have providers include the discarded drug amount with the amount injected, rather than
reporting the wastage on a separate line item. In addition to reporting the total amount on a single line item, a few
payers request that the amount of unavoidable wastage and the drug name be included in the box 19 area of the HCFA
1500.

Bottom line: Check with your payer to learn its specific policy on coding wasted drugs.


