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Part B Insider (Multispecialty) Coding Alert

PHYSICIAN NOTES: Medicare Adds Four Additional Codes to the Payable
ASC List as of July 1
Plus: House of Representatives aims to streamline health information technology system with new bill

The days of fighting for SurgiMend payment for your ASC could be coming to a close.

Starting July 1, you-ll be able to report four drugs and biologicals codes that Medicare will deem -separately payable- in
ASCs, according to MLN Matters article MM6095.

The four new codes are as follows:

- C9242: Injection, fosaprepitant

- C9356: TendoGlide tendon prot, cm2

- C9357: Flowable wound matrix, 1 cc

- C9358: SurgiMend, per 0.5 cm2.

More good news: Also on the plus side, -no HCPCS codes are being deleted from the ASC DRUG file for July 2008,- so
you won't lose any payable drug codes this time around.

CMS also offers several updated payment rates for ASC drugs in the new article. You can read the MLN Matters document
at www.cms.hhs.gov/MLNMattersArticles/downloads/MM6095.pdf.

In other news ...

-  The government wants you to adopt health information technology in your practice.

On June 25, the House Energy and Commerce Health Subcommittee approved the -Protecting Records, Optimizing
Treatment, and Easing Communications Through Health Technology Act of 2008,- which would, among other things,
encourage medical practices to adopt records technology and offer grants for practices that institute information
technology systems. The aim of the bill is to streamline medical records access and to protect patients- privacy.

-Your grocery store automatically knows what brand of chips you bought last year, but your cardiologist doesn't
automatically know what prescriptions your family doctor prescribed for you yesterday,- said Rep. John D. Dingell (D-
Mich.), chair of the Committee on Energy and Commerce, in a June 25 statement.

Although the House voted favorably, the legislation is still in draft format, with a floor vote tentatively scheduled to occur
this summer.
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