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Internal Medicine Coding Alert

Reader Questions: Want a Bonus? Check Out Medicare's E-Incentive
Question: We are in the process of rolling out our practice's new e-prescribing system. I have heard about Medicare's e-
prescribing bonus, but how can we take advantage of it?

Montana Subscriber

Answer: If your internal medicine practice adopts an e-prescription system, it is eligible to earn a bonus of 2 percent of
its total Medicare allowed charges. The physician does not have to register to be considered for the e-prescribing bonus -
- but he must report e-prescription activity on 50 percent of the Medicare patients he sees.

Reporting includes the following three G codes; select the proper code based on the encounter's specifics. Check out this
guidance from "Medicare's Practical Guide to the E-prescribing Incentive Program"
(www.cms.hhs.gov/partnerships/downloads/11399.pdf):

 • If all of the prescriptions for this patient during this visit were sent via a qualified e-prescribing system, report G8443
(All prescriptions created during the encounter were generated using a qualified e-prescribing system)
 • If the provider had a qualified e-prescribing system, but did not generate any prescriptions during this encounter,
report G8445 (No prescriptions were generated during the encounter, provider does have access to a qualified e-
prescribing system)
 • If the provider had a qualified e-prescribing system, but prescribed narcotics or other controlled substances, report
G8446 (Provider does have access to a qualified e-prescribing system and some or all of the prescriptions generated
during the encounter were printed or phoned in as required by state or federal law or regulations, patient request, or
pharmacy system being unable to receive electronic transmission; or because they were for narcotics or other controlled
substances)*
 • If the provider had a qualified e-prescribing system, and state or federal law calls for him to phone in or print the
prescriptions, report G8446
 • If the provider had a qualified e-prescribing system, and the patient asked that you phone in or print the prescriptions,
report G8446
 • If the provider had a qualified e-prescribing system, and the pharmacy system can't receive electronic transmission,
report G8446.

*The Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) currently prohibits e-prescribing for controlled substances. The DEA has issued a
proposed rule to allow e-prescribing for controlled substances under certain conditions. Even if the DEA allows e-
prescribing for controlled substances, G8446 allows you to report on the e-prescribing measure for controlled substances
without using an e-prescribing system to do so.

You can find more information about e-prescribing and the accompanying bonus on the CMS Web site at:
www.cms.hhs.gov/PQRI/Downloads/E-prescribingMeasureSpecifications.pdf.
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